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The Attorney General of Mo., wrote the coun- 
sel employed by the ehureh in Zion to prose - 
cute the mob, of which the following is a copy: 
“City of Jefferson, Nov. 21, 1833. 


Gentlemen: 
From eonversation I have had with 

the Governor, I believe I am warranted in say- 
ing to you, and through you to the Mormons, 
that if they desire to de replaced in their prop- 
erty, that is, ‘their houses in Jackson county, 
an adequate force will be sent forthwith to ef- 
fect that object. Perhaps a direct application 
had better be made to him for that purpose, if 
they wish thus to de repossesced. The militia 
have been ordered to hold themselves in readi- 
If the Mormons will organize themselves into 
regular companies, or a regular company of mil- 
itia, either volunteers or otherwise, they will, 
I have no doubt, be supplied with public arms. 
This must be upon application, therefore, as a 
volunteer company must be accepted by the 
Colonel, and that is a matter in Ais diseretion 
perhaps the best way weuld be to organize and 
elect officers as is done in ordinary cases,—not 
volunteers, you could give them the necessary 
d rections on these points. Ifthe Colonel should 


refuse to order an election of company officers, 


after they have reported themselves to him for 
that purpose, he would I presume, be court mar- 
tialled therefor, on a representation to the Gov- 
ernor of the facets. As only a certain quantity 
of publie arms can be distributed in each coun. 
ty; those who first apply will be most likely to 
receive them. The less, therefore, that is said 
upon the subject the better. 
Iam with great respect your ob’t serv’t, 

(Signed) R. W. WELLS.” 

Again, Judge Ryland wrote Amos Reese Esq., 
Circuit Attorney, of the same counsel, as fol- 
lows: 


Texin Nov. 24, 1833. 
Dear Sins 


I have been soquested by the Governor 
to inform him about the outrageous acts of un- 
paralleled violence that have lately happened in 
Jackson county, and have also been requested 
to examine into these outrages and take steps to 
punish the guilty and sereen the innocent. 

I cannot proceed unless some person shall be 
willing to make the proper information before 
me. [now request you to.inform me whether 
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the Mormons are willing to take legal steps 
against the citizensof Jackson county? Whetby 
er they wish to return there, or not, and let me 
know all the matters connected with this un- 
happy affair. It will be necessary for you to 
see the persons injured, and be informed of their 
desires and intentions. The military force will 
repair to Jackson county, to aid the execution 
of any order I make vn this subject. Be partic- 
ular in your information to me. I am willing to 
go any time to Jackson county, for the purpese 
of holding a court of inquiry, and binding over 
to keep the peace such ponents I shall think 
ought to be restrained. 

It is a disgrace to the state for such acts to 
happen within its limits, and the disgrace will 
attach to our official characters, if we neglect to 
take proper means to insure the punishment dae 
such offenders. 

I wish to know whether Joshua Lewis and 
Hiram Page handed the writ to the sheriff of 
Jackson county, that I made and issued on their 
affidavit against some of the ringleaders of the 
mob in Jackson county, dated the srxth of this 
month. 

I will know why he refused to execute the 
writ, if it ever came to his hands. Enquire into 
this subject and let me know. I should be glad 
to see you and agree upon what course to take. 
After you have sufficiently intormed yourself, 
come down and zee me, as you live near the 
scene of these outrages you are better able to 
receive all information necessary, and prepare 
for future action than I am. 

Write me as soon as you are properly inform- 
ed, and state when you can come down and see 
me on this business. Keep copies ofall the let- 


ters you write on this subject. 
Your Friend, | 
(Signed, ) JOHN F. RYLAND. 


On the 22nd, my brother Don Carlos, came to 
live with me and learn the art of printing. 

Elders Orson Hyde and John Gould returned 
from Zion on the 25th, and brought the melan- 
choly intelligence of the riot in Zion; of the in- 
habitants persecuting the brethren, 

Elder A. 8. Gilbert wrote the Governor of 
Missouri, as follows: 

(“Confidential 
Liberty, Clay Co., Nov. 29th 


Yesterday I saw Mr. Doniphan, ab ahs 
torney of this place; whe informed me that be 
saw the Aitorney General, Mr. Wells, in Saline 
County, last Saturday week; und that Mr. Wella 
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had acquainted bim with your intention of or- 
dering a court of enquiry to be held in Jackson 
county, in relation to the late riotous proceed- 
ings in that county. Mr. Doniphan is of opin" 
fon from the eonversation he had with Mr. 
Wells, that said order will be suspended till a 
communication is received from our people, or 
their counsel. This is therefore to acquaint 
your excellency, that most of the heads of our 
church had an interview yesterday on the sub- 
ject of an immediate court of enquiry to be held 
in Jackson county, and by their request to me, 
I hasten to lay before your excellency serious 
difficulties attending our people on an immediate 


court of —— being called. 
Our church is at this time scattered in every 


direction: some in the new county of Van Bu- 
ren; a part in this county; and a part in Lafay- 
ette, Ray, &c. Some of our principal witnes- 
ses would be women and children, and while 
the rage of the mob continues, it would be im- 
possible to gather them in safety at Indepen- 
dence; and that your excellency may know of 
the unabating fury with which the last remnant 
of our people, remaining in that county are pur- 
sued at this time, I here state that a few fami- 
lies, perbaps fifteen to twenty, who settled 
themselves mere than two years ago on the 
prairie, about fifteen miles from the county seat 
ot Jackson county, had hoped from the obseusi- 
ty of their location, that they might escape the 
vengeance of the enemy through the winter; 


consequently they remained on their plantations, || 


receiving occasionally, a few individual threats, 
till last Sunday, when a mob made their appear- 
ance among them; some with pistols eocked 
and presented to their breasts, commanding 
them to leave the county in three days, or they 
would tear their houses down ever their heads, 


Two expresses arrived here from said neigh- 
borhood last Monday morning, for advice, and 
the council advised their speedy removal for the 
preservation of life, and their personal effects. 
I suppose these families will be out of the coun- 
ty of Jackson this week. In this distressed sit- 
uation, in behalf of my brethren, I pray your 
excellency to await a further communication, 
which will soon follow this, setting forth among 
othér things the importance of our people being 
restored to their possessions, that they may 
have an equal chance with their enemies in pro- 
ducing important testimony before the court, 
which the enemy ere now determined to deprive 
them of. Trusting that your excellency wil) 
perceive the agitation and consternation that 
must necessarily prevail among most of our 

people at this day, from the unparalleled usage 
they have teceived, and man of ander 
ing mM this time destitule 


An immediale court of enquiry called while 
our people are thus situated, would give our 
enemies a decided advantage ia point of testi- 
mony, while they are in possession of their own 
homes, and ours also; with no enemy in the 
county to molest or make them afraid. 
Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
A. 8. GILBERT. 

To His Excellency Danial Dwaklin, Jefferson 
City, Mo.” 

„ have seen and read the above letter, 2860 
reflection, I concur entirely in the opinion there- 
in expressed. I also think that at the next reg- 
ular term ot the court, an examination of the 
criminal matter cannot be gone into, without a 
guard for the court and witnesses. 

(Signed.) AMOS REESE. ” 

Those who were threatened by the mob on 
Sunday the 24th, fled into Clay county and en- 
camped on the banks of the Missouri river 
A number of the families went into Van Buren 
county: their whole number cf men, women, 
and children, being upwards of one hundred and 


About the Ist of December, Elder Cowdery 
and Bishop Whitney arrived at Kirtland with a 
new press and type, and on the 4th commenced 
distributing the type. 

The next day I wrote to Bishop Partridge, 
Liberty, Clay county, Missouri, the following: 

* Kirtland, Dec. 5th, 1833. 
Dear Brethren: 

We have just received a letter 
from Brother Phelps, dated 6th and 7th of No- 
vember, at Liberty, which gives us the painful 
intelligence of the rage of the enemy, and your 
present unsettled situation. But I must inform 
you that there is a great dubiety resting upon 
our minds, with regard te the true state of af- 
fairs in Zion; for there seems to be some differ- 
ence in the statements of Elder Phelps’ letter, 
and that of Elder Hyde’s communication to the 
editors of the Missouri Republican. Elder Hyde 
states that “on Monday the 4th, the mob col- 
lected in Independence, to the number of two 
or three hundred, well armed, and a part of their 
number went above Blue, to drive away our 
pe: ple and destroy our property; but they were 
met by a party of pur people, and being prepar- 
ed they poured a deadly fire upon them, two of 
their number fell dead on the ground, and a 


mob missing, and could not be aceounted for, 
and while we were at Liberty landing, on Wed- 
besdax, a messenger rode up saying that he bad 


just come from the seat of ‘war, and that the 
uight before another battle was fought,. in 
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which Mr. Hicks fell, beving three ball andy I would inform you that it is not the will of 
some buck shot through his body, and about the Lord for you to sell your lands in Zion, it 
twenty more shated's similar fate; and, also, || means can possibly be procured for their suste- 
that one or two of our men were killed, and an vanee without. Every exertion should be made 
many wounded; and be I Hyde] beard the ean- to maintain the cause you have espoused, and to 
nonading distinetly; and also, stated that the || contribute to the necessities of one another, as 
man who broke open the store took Gilbert,|| much as possible, in this your great calamity, 
Phelps, and one more, for false imprisonment, and remember not to murmur at the dealings of 
and put them in prison, and as near as be could || God with his creatures. You are not as yet 
learn, never to let them escape alive.” brought into as trying circumstances, as were 

This statement of Elder Hyde, is somewhat || the ancient prophets and apostles, Call to mind 
different from that of Elder Phelps, who states a Daniel, the three Hebrew children, Jeremiah, 
that ‘on Friday night the brethren had mustered || Paul, ‘Stephen, and many more, too numerous 
about forty or fifty men, armed, and marched in- too mention, who were stoned, sawn asunder, 
to che village, took one prisoner, and fired one || tempted, slain with the sword, and wandered 
gun; (through mistake) and on Saturday the about in sheep skins and goat skins, being des- 
mob ſell upon our brethren above Blue, and one titute, afflicted, tormented, of whom the world 
of Manship’s sons was mortally wounded. On || Was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
Monday s regular action was fought near Chris- in mountains, and in dens, and in caves of the 
tian Whitmer’s under the command of Elder|jearth; yet they all obtained a good report 
David Whitmer. We had four wounded; they through faith; and amidst all their afflictions 
had five wounded and two killed, via: Linville || they rejoiced that they were counted worthy to 
and Brazeal. From Friday till Tuesday, our receive persecution for Christ’s sake. 


brethren were under arms, when one hundred we know not what we shall be called to 
apd fifty of them came forth, like Moroni, to through before Zion is delivered and established; 


battle. On Tuesday morning the mob had col- |itherefore, we have great need to live near te 
lected to the number of three hundred and be- God, and always be in striet obedience to all 


fore any blood was shed, we agreed to go “tee his commandments, that we may have a con- 
immediately, and the enemy r science void of offence towards God and man.— 

Elder Phelps also states, that “since the @ It is your: privilege to use every lawful means 
dove was written (viz: on the 6th,) another hor- | in your power to seek redress. for your griev- 


rid scene has transpired: after our people sur- | ances of your enemies, and prosecute them to 


of the — — of the law; but it will be impossible 


ral point of view, as our means are already ex- 
hausted, and we are deeply in debt and know of 
no means whereby we shall be able to extricate 
| ourselves. 
mob had killed two more of the brethren.” The inhabitants ef this county threaten our 
It appears brethren, that the above statements || destruction, and we know not how soon they 
were mostly from reports, and no certainty of may be permitted to follow the examples of the 
their being correct; therefore, it ia difficult for | Missourians; but our trust is in God, and — 
us to advise, and can only say, that the destinies | are determined by his grace assisting us, to 
of our people are in the hands of a just God, and] maintain the cause and hold out faithful unto 
he will de no injustice te any one; and this one] the end, that we be crowned with crowns 
thing is sure, that they who will live godly in of celestial gl and enter into that rest that is 
Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution; and be- prepared for children of God. 
the Lamb, zt is to be expected they will pass jate to W end leses 
o setting y> issue a 
9 nnn paper the last of this week, or begiuning of next 
We wrote to Phelps some time since, 
| and also sent by Elder Hyde for the names of 
subscribers to the Star, which we have not yet 
Feewiveds ; and, until we receive them, the mast 
of the sukecribers will ke deprived of them; and 
when you receive this, if you have not seat 
mich you to attend tit immediately, as 
venience will attend a delay. 


woods, and are fleeing to the — and also the 
mob have hired the ferryman to carry them a- 
‘cross the river; [but they made the brethren 
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We expect shortly to publish a political pa- 
per, weekly. in favor, of the present sdminietre | 


tion; the influential, men of that party heve of- 
fered a liberal patronage to us, and we hope to 
succeed, ſor thereby we can show the public 
the purity of our intention in supporting the 
government under winch we live. 

We learn by Elder Phelps, that the brethren 
have surrendered their arms to the enemy, and 
are fleeing across the river, If chat ie the case, 
it is not meet that they should recommenee 
hostilities with them; but, if not, you should 
maintain he ground es long as there is a man 
left, as the spot of ground epon which you 
were located, is the place appointed of the 
Lord for your inheritance, and it was right in 
the sicht of God that you contended for it to 


the lest. 
You will recollect that the Lord has said thet 


Zion should not be removed out of ber place; 
therefore, the land should not be sold, bat be 
held by the saints, until the Lord in his wie 
dom, opens a way for your return; and until 
that time, if you can purchaee a tract of land, 
in Cley county, for present emergencies, it is 
right you should do so, if: you can do it, und 
not sell your land in Jackson county. It is no 
safe for us to send you a written revelation on 
the subject, but what is written above is ac- 
cording to wisdom. I haste to a close to give 
room for Brother Oliver, and remain yours in 
the bonds of the everlasting covenant. 
JOSEPH SMITH Jr. 

December 6th. Being prepared to commence 
our labors in the printing business, I ask God, 
in the neme of Jesus, to establish it forever, 
and cause that his word may speedily go forth 
to the nations of the earth to the accomplish- 
ing of his great work, in bringing about the 
restoration of the house of Israel, 

This day, also, the Eldere in Missouri sent 
the following petition 

“To his Excellency, Daniel Dunklin, Gav- 
ernor of the Sta‘e of Missouri: We, the under. 
aignec. leading members of the Charch of 
Christ, valgatly called Mormons, would re- 


dition to the petition, presented to you 
Messrs. Phelps and Hyde, and the affidavit 0 


Messrs. Phelps, Gilbert and after 


having rend the letters of the arias Aeron 
and District Judge of this circuit to 


children, after having eit in some caser, 


wounded, scourged, and threatened with death, * 10 


lands, houses, and much o 15 p fe 
Jackson of whieh — 


have been driven by force 9 


and pröperij have bees posbese 
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that whereas, our soelety, men, women, and 


mob ot Jackeon county, or others, and are new 
sion of our people. And thet whereas our pea. 


ple have, heen driven and scattered into the 


counties of Clay, Rey, Van Buren, Lafayette, 
and others, where in many cases, they ars dew 
titute of the common pecessaries of life in this, 


even this winter season; and that whereas, the 


guns which were taken from our people, as set 
forth in. the affidavit, are kept from mem 
Therefore, in behalf of our suciety, which is 60 
scattered and ‘euffering, we, your petitioners, 
ack aid and assistance of your Excellency, that 
we may be restored to our lande, houses, and 
property, and protected in them by the militia 
of the state, if legal, or by a detachment of the 
United States Rangers, which might be located 
at Independence, instead of Cantonment Leav- 
enworth, till peace is restered. [Thie could 
be done probably, by conferring with the Pres- 
ident, ot perheps Colonel Dodge] Also, we 
ask that our men may be organized into compa, 
nies. of Jackson Guards, and be furnished with 
arms by the state, to assist in maintaining their 
rights against the unhallowed power of the mob 
of Jackson county: 

And thon, when atfangements are made to 
protect us in our persons and property, (which 
cannot be done without an armed force, nor 
would it be prudent to rivk our lives there, 
without guards, till we receive strength from 


|our friends, to protect ourselves,) we wish a 


court of enquity instituted, to investigate the 
whole matier of the mob against the Mormons; 
and we will ever pray: 


W. W. PHELPS, ISAAC MORLEY, : 


JOHN WHITMER, EDW’D PARTRIDGE, 


JOHN CORRILL, A. S. GILBERT.” 
‘The following letter — the fore- 
going petition: 
Uberty, Dec. 6th, 1833. 
Dear Sir: 7 
Your Excellency will perceive by the 
petition bearing date with this letter, that we 


intend t return to Jackson countr, as soof ts 


| etre can de made to protect after 
spectfully represent to your Excellency, in ad | 


| we ate-again placed in‘o our possessions. 


* We do not wish ‘to go till we know that out 


ate not in datiger of a lawlers 


|Your Eteellbuey Will an@erstand that, st this 
element sedson, wilt require time to 
More us, and troeps to protect us, aller we 


} there, | for the threats of the mob bave not, 7 
‘Your, Pye 

W. W. PHELPS, .. 
of Missquri,” 


atid jad gi more 


ene 10 


Toe. Daniel 
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BUPERSTEIPION. 
the elders ba vo been to study 
the history of countries and kingdoms, and 
make themselves acquainted with the manmere 
and customs of the same, that they mey be 
ahle to wet forth the judgments and calamities 
that await this generation, in a clear and un 
derstanding manner, we thought it advisable 
to present the following sketch e 
Curious Surerstition amone Tax Natives 
or Pomp Pauuar.—The idea generally enter- 
tained by the bia cke, that they at their decease 
go to Ven Diemen’s Land, and come back 
white fellows, originated, no doubt, in this 
way. Buckley, on hie first appearance among 
them, the first European they bad seen, was 
received among there ag the re-appearance of a 
native just dead, whom in every respect, ex” 
cept co'er, he closely resembled: was fully be- 
lieved to be the very man; was adopted by the 
dead man’s friends and tribe, and called by his 
name. No doubt but the similarity, fortunate- 
ly for Buckley, saved hie life. Afterwards, 
when settlers streamed over from Van Diemen’s 
Land, and the natives heard it mentioned al- 
most only as the place whence the white people 
came, and probably seeing many others in per- 
son or feature resembling their dead relatives, 
that they should have such an idewis nothing 
singular or wonderful. Mach more singular 
and curious ideas they have; strange indeed is 
their notion of death, or rather, that with the 
constant and palpable decay of the human 
frame before theit eyes, they have no belief in 
death from natural causes. All deaths they 
consider to be the result of accident, malice, or 
magic. When a death occurs, they decide 
that the deceased person’s kidney-fa: bas been 
stolen away in sleep by some enemy, aided by 
magic, The body is tied up immediately ine 
lump, tightly drawn together, body and limbs. 
by strips of bark. or cords; and be and every 
kind of property belonging to him, scrupulous-' 
ly and superstitiously—war implements, his 
waller-wallert, or opossum-rug, guns, if he hag 
any, even double~barrelled onee, although ever 
so highly valued—are broken; and these with 
the white and black money, in spite of itching 
hands longing to take it—every thiag. in fact, 
gees with him into hie grave, religtousl y.— 
Gravely aleo ie it whispered into the ear of the 
dead man; that he may rest satisfied in his 


* 


grave; thet his black friends will, without fail, 
avenge his death.’ And im consideration o 


mint wourming, never washing tnemselves, 
even if months shonld elapse before they have 
pérfotmed their vow to the deweased: when 
they have tasted the enemy’s kidney-fat, the 
mourning ceases. This ie a miserable super. 
atition, and causes a great deal of bloodshed — 
To discover in what direction the enemy of 
the dead is to be found, they take an insect, 
and observe in what direction it crawls; and 
that isan infallible indication, In that quar 
ter they go, no matter how far, the first native 
crossing their path is the murderer of the dead, 
and in his turn becomes the murdered.—How- 
Impressions of Australia, 
CONFERENCE MINUTES. 


Minutes of a special Conference of the Cincin 
natti branch of the church of Jesus Ohrist of 
Latter-day Saints, held at . the 
let day of June, 1845. 

The conference met agreeable to previous 
appointment, and wes called to order by Elder 
Crippin. Elder John W. Crippin was appoint- 
ed President, and George Hales Clerk. 

The conference was opened by singing and 
prayer by Elder Abraham Wright. Present— 
three seventies, two elders, one priest, and two 
teachers. 

The President then laid before them the ob- 
jeet of the conference. Elder Elijah Able then 
preferred a charge against Mrs. Carter, Mrs. 
Evans, and Mies Jane Roberts, for absenting 
themselves from the meetings of the branch, 
and speaking disrespcetfully of the heads of the 
chureh. 

It was then moved and 0 400 that nes 
be expelled from the church, which was done 
by a unanimous vote. 

The branch numbers thirty-two members, all 
in good standing. There has been four baptir- 
ed since last conference. | 

It is with pleasure we inform our brethren 
and friends that there is more union existing in 
this branch than :here has been for the last 
three years, for which we give God the glory. 

Motioned and carried, that the minutes of 
this conference be sent to the editor of the 

„Times and Seassne”’ for publication. 

The conference then adjourned sine dre. 

JOHN W. CRIPPIN, Pres. 

Clerk. 


this arrangement, he ‘requested’ to ‘refrain THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


from old friends wad be thet 


The Western Christian Advocate, the wes 


he must Got hadnt them with alien toices, ot tern urges of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
the feet about their en- seem dispeved to treat the fete Convention at 


camp ments, 


everners wear their: wirite- Lonigville, and the new church organised by 
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them, as echismatic. It files seven objections 
against the new organization. 


membrance, the angele whieh attended them 
on high should atiend them below to preserve 
1. It is no legitimate division of the M. E. them from the secret or unforseen snares of 
Church. these angels who kept not their first estateg, 
2. The plan of the General Conference did but were left in their sins, to roam from region 
not authorize, sanction or justify the seperation, || to region, and in chains of darkness, until the 
3. The new organizetion possesses many ele- great day of judgment. 
ments of schism—tor example, agitation by the | It was written in the law of the Lord on high, 
press, condemnation of the Chureh, Bisbop that they that overcome by obedience, should 
Andrew: encouraged in contumacy, Bishop be made kings and queens, and priests and 


Soule encouraged in disregarding the acts of priestesses to God and his Father, through the 
his colleagues. 


4. The new Church is pro-slavery. 

5. The manner in which the organiss tion 
has been effected, is of revolutionary tendency 
in the State. 

6. Itenerancy cannot long exist in the new 
Church. 

7. By its pro-slavery principles and action in 
time, it will be shut out from access to the 
slaves and colored people of the south. ’ 

We copy the foregoing to show our rea- 
ders how far the spirit of division has seized 
this generation. Of course they will! “treat the 
new church as schismatic,” and the new church 


atonement of the eldest son, and that natural 
eyes should not see, nor natural ears hear, nei- 
ther should the natural heart conceive the great» 
glorious, and eternal things, honors and bless 
ings, thet were then, in the Father's dominions, 
and mansions, prepared in the beginning for 
them that kept the faith to the end, and enter- 
ed triumpbantly into their third estates :—the 
eternal life. 

It was also written in the law of the Lord on 
high, that when the Lord punished mea for 
their sins, he would “punish the hosts of the 
high ones on high,“ and the kings of the earth 
upon earth,“ —tbat epirit might judge spirit, 


will treat the old church as schismatic, and and flesh judge flesh; for this honor have all 
both parties will consider it no legitimate divis- |) tne just, and this honor have all the saints. 


ion. If God was in either system, the voice of 
Jesus would whisper to the boisterous elements 
„peace; be still;“ and immediately, love, union 
and friendship, would triumph over passion; 
and the great family of man would rejoice in 
the Holy One of Israel, and be blest by blessing. 
But alas! the awful day approaches, when eve- 
ry man will rise to fight hie neighbor, and who 
will go for God? 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


THE PARACLETES. 
CONTINUED. 

Tocontinue the history of the seven holy 
ones, who agreed to take upon them bodies of 
flesh, and work out a more exceeding and eter- 
nal crown of glory, upon Idumia, it will be ne- 
ceasary to premise, that Milauleph, and his first 
companion in the flesh, knew before they left 
their “first estate,” what their father’s will 
was; ond that when they should begin to re- 
plenish the earth, Satan, who had been raised 
and educated with them in their father’s fami- 
ly, would descend from heaven like lightning 
to tempt them, that they might know to choose 
good and reject evil. ‘These two, who had en- 
gaged to people Idumia: to subdue it, and to 
return, havirg kept the faith once, delivered to 


Having thie understanding—Idumia was 
placed in its space, but was ‘‘desolate and emp- 
ty.“ and the life organizing power of the Gods, 
or sons of the head.“ moved over the matter? 
and then the land and water separated. And 
the Gods called light, and light came,” and 
they went on and organized a world, and cre- 
ated every thing necessary to beautify and 
adorn it, with life and the power of lives to 
sustain it, until it should fill the measure of all 
designed, from a mite to a mammoth; from a 
man to a God; and Milauleph’s and hie wife’s 
spirits, clothed in heavenly garmonts, and 
learned in eternal wisdom, witnessed the crea- 
tion, as the spirits of the Gods had witnessed 
their Father: for even the elder brother could 
do nothing but what he had seen his Father do 
in eternities before. 

Perhaps this subject may excite the curiosity. 
of some: as it will lead the mind back among 
the worlds that have been organized and pea 
ed away,—and among the Goda and angels the’ 
have attended to execute the laws and decree® 
of one universe after another, from eternity to 
eternity, from the beginning till now; and, to 
imereage the curiosity of having this present 
world pass away with a great noise, when there 
ie no place found for it;—and of having organ- 
ized: a. new heaven and a new earth, wherein 


the chosen seed, were informed, when they,||dwelleth “righteousness;” and as our father 
agreed to go anc labor their hour, that. besides jeannat be perfect without us, nor we without . 
the comforter, to bring all things to their re-"thems and as tbe man is net without the w- 
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man, neither the woman without the man in 
the Lord, perhaps Milauleph and his wife, as 
king and queen to God, and all the sons and 
daughters of the “head” will shout for jay, and 
the morning stars sing together again, at the 
“third”? entrance of Idumia and sanctified mil- 
lions! — Who knows? 

JOSEPH’S SPECKLED BIRD. 
FUNERAL OF MRS. CAROLINE SMITH. 

At half past 9 o’clock A. M., on Saturday 
the 24th ult., a lengthy procession of carriages 
wat formed in front of the residence of Mrs. 
Emma Smith, widow of the martyred Joseph 
Smith, at.the front of which rested, upon a 
hearse, the coffin that contained the lifeless re- 
mains of Mrs. Caroline Smith, deceased wife 
of Elder William Smith, of the quorum of the 
Twelve. 

At 7 o’clock P. M., of Thursday previous, 
her spirit took its flight to the spirit world, lea- 
ving her companion. two daughters, and nu- 
merous relatives and friends to mourn her loss: 

The procession moved on slowly and majes- 
tically, and arrived at the stand east of the 
Temple, where it halted. The corpse was con- 
veyed in front of the stand; the mourners were 
seated around it, and at 10 o*clock the services 
were opened by prayer from Elder Page. 

After singing, Elder Orson Pratt arose and 
delivered an address, of which the following is 


the substance 
“We will r ew passages of scripture 


contained in the seventh chapter of the revela- 
tions of St. John, commencing at the ninth 
verse. [He read the remainder of the chap- 
ter.] 

The words of our text, which will be a foun- 
dation upon which to predicate some remarke 
upon the present occasion, will be found in the 
forty-fourth verse of the fifteenth chapter of 
Paul’s Epistle to the Corinthians: ‘It is sown 
a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 
There ie a natural body, and there isa spirit- 
ual body. 

Brethren, sisters and friends,—we have as- 
sembled ourrelves together, this morning, upon 
this solemn and important ogcasion, to pay our 
last earthly respects so a beloved sister, whose 
remains now lay before us. It is a custom 
among the nations of the earth to witness their 
respect for deceased friends by following them 

to the place of interment, and it is also a cus- 
tom with the Saints of the Most High God, to 
assemble themselves together to hear a word of 
2 and instruction upon such occa- 


"Tt mey hot be amies to make u few remarks, 
this moraing, upon thé subject of the resurrec- 


ton of the dead. In reflecting upon this sub- 
ject, the mind is led to inquire: why u it tha: 
the human family are subject to death, to a 
separation ofsoul and bedy? Why is it that the 
plan of the resurrection was devised? Thess 
are questions of vast importance, and are gra 
ifying to de understood. 

Death is no part of the original plan of salva- 
tion; that is, the Almighty did not decree it 
from before the foundation of the world, inde- 
pendert of the agency of man. But it has been 
entailed upon us asa curse; not in consequence 
of our own transgressions, but in consequence 
of the transgression of our first patents in the 


garden of Eden. 
In the morning of creation all things were 


pronounced good by the Creator, as they rolled 
into organized existence unsullied and without 
a curse. Man, the last and noblest of God's 
creation was placed in the garden of Eden, be- 
ing goverened by laws and restricted by com- 
mandments, not being subject to sickness, dis- 
ease, or death. Adam was placed upon the 
earth an immortal being. He was placed in 
the garden to dress, beautify and adorn it, and 
to hold the supremacy of power over all the 
things of God’s creation. 

Instead of our first parents eating animal 
food, they subsisted upon herbs and the fruits 
of the earth, which were originally designed 
for the food of man, and had they not trans 
gressed they would have both been living upon 
the earth at the present day, as fair, as healthy, 
as beautiful and as free from sickness and 
death, as they were previous to the transgress- 
ion. What was that transgression? It was vi- 
olating a single commandment of God, and 
disregarding the counsel! of those immortal be- 
ings who stood above them in authority. The 
Creator placed in the garden a certain tree and 
warned Adam that in the day he eat the fruit 
thereof he should surely die. He commanded 
him not to eat the fruit. His wos a simple 
commandment; but the violation of it subjected 
Adam to a fall from hiv exalted station in the 
favor of God. Consequontly a cutse was pass- 
ed upon all created things, and in the posterity 
of Adam were sown the seeds of dissolution. | 

Some have imbibed the idea that the fruit of 
the tree which Adam wae commanded not to 
eat, contained the properties of death, which, 
when eaten by Adam, diffused through his sye- 
tem the nature of mortality. “This may be the 
Case, and it may not; I do not pretend to say 
at present. It is sufficieut, for the present oe- 
custom, for us to know that it was in conse- 
quence of transgression that misery and death 
entered thie fair creation. And you who 


— do not harbor the 


319 


— 
could not retain him. He ame and did the 


will of the Father, lived without the commis- 
sion of sin, laid down his life for the sins of the 
world; therefore was the atonement complete 
and the redemption universal. 

What is to be understood by the term spirit - 
ual body? I am aware that this is a difficult 
question to answer. Thesectarian would sup- 
pose that a spirit is something capable of being 
every where present; that it can fly away be- 
yond the bounds of time and space, and be 
present there at the same time that it is present 
with us here. But as for the Saints of the Most 
High God, we do not believe in the existence of 
any place or thing ‘beyond the bounds of time 
and space,’ neither do we believe in any imma- 
teriality, being connected with any of the ere- 
ations of God. We believe that spirit is as 
much a substance as the earth on which we 
move, yet it is of a more refined substance and 
nature;—so refined that mortal eyes cannot be- 
hold; but when our sight becomes celestialized 
and strengthened, then can we behold spirit as 
distinctly as we now can behold one another.— 
What did Paul mean when he said it should be 
raised a spiritual body? Did he mean that the 
flesh and bone that would be raised would be 
spirit? No: But he meant that after bone had 
come together to its bone, and flesh and sinews 


idea that it is in consequence of any sin of yours 
own thet you are deprived of the society of 
friende, and are subject, yourselves, to the 
sting of death. This is not the ease. 
I asid in the first of my remarks, that death 
was not devised by the Almighty independent 
of the agency of man. This you will perceive 
to be a correct remark, when you understand 
that notwithstanding * was an immortal 
being, yet he acted upon his agency, having 
the power, like one of us, to obey or disobey 
the commandments of God. That transgress- 
ion subjected bim to a curse, and that was a 
fall from a state of immortality to that of mor- 
tality; consequently you see thay it was through 
his agency that death entered the world. The 
scriptures inform us in one place, that by one 
man death entered the world. Again it says: 
‘As in Adam all die, even so in Christ sball all 
be made alive.’ We also read in another text 
that in consequence of the transgression of one 
man, judgment was passed upon all men unto 
condemnatiou. These passages will be suffi- 
cient to prove my statements. 
Having examined briefly the origin and extent 
ol the curse, let us now examine the extent of 
its duration, and see if any way bas been de- 
vised by which it will ever be removed. For if 
there has not been a plan devised, then there is 


no resurrection of the dead; for the effect of the 
curse upon Adam and his posterity was a final 
and complete destruction of the body. When 
death ensued, the spirit took its departure frog 
the body, never to be united with it again.— 
This was to be the deplorable condition of the 
buman family, ad this would have been their 
fate, had not an atonement been made, and a 
plan of redemption been devised. But, thanks 
be to the great Ruler of heaven and earth, an 
atonement has been made and a plan has been 
devised, by which the human family will be re- 
deemed from the curse and be brought up from 
their graves in a state of immortality and eternal 
life. Dry up your tears, brethren and sisters; 
let your hearts rejoice with the assurance that 
we soon shall meet with those for whom we 
mourn, never more to beseparated by death — 
Were it not for this atonement, it would be far 
better for our spirits had they never taken tab- 
ernacles. Deplorable would have been our 
condition to all eternity. 

The spirit of the Savior, trom the eternal 
world, looked down upon the condition of the 
human family, and in order that they might be 
redeemed he offered to come into the world, take 
a tabernacle and lay down his life as an atone- 


ment for the transgression of Adam. His was a 


pure and holy spirit, having never been sullied 
by the commission of sin, therefore the grave 


had come upon the bones and they had been 
covered with skin, according to Ezekiel, that 
the form would be quickened to life by the spir- 
it of God, which would constitute it a spiritual 
body. 


Some people suppose that when a person 
dies his spirit enters immediately into those 


high degreec of glory, designed for them from 


before the foundation of the world. This ie a 
mistaken idea. If you will examine the Bible, 


the Book of Mormon and the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants, you will fiud that there is but 


very little recorded relative to the situation of 
the spirit after it leaves the body, before it 


again unites with thesame. But it is revealed 


in the Book of Mormon that the spirit goes 
back to the Father of all spirits, and finds a 
place of rest, where it will remain until the 
resurrection, when it will again possess the 
body that it laid down in consequence of the 
curse, and thus be prepared to enter upon bigh- 
er exaltations and glories in the eternal world. 
During the period of thig separaion the spirit 
will not be employed in ministering to beings 
of flesh and bone; but they will minister to 
their own kind; they will be ministers to the 
world of spirits, preaching the gospel to those 
who did not embrace it previous to their seps- 
rauon from their bodies..;How do you think 
the spirit of the Savior spent the three days that 
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intervened between his cracifixion and hie te- 
eurrection! Did he sit down in bis Father's 
kingdom and do nothing but slap his hands and 
sing praises} Hig Father unfolded to him the 
world of spirits... He looked upon them and 
saw that they were his lawful, legitimate broth-; 
ora and sisters in the epirit, that they all be- 
ecended from the same Father, and he pos- 
sessed the natural feeling of auxiety to redeem 
hie kindred from their situation. The Father: 
commissioned him to preach the gospel to them 
and show them the plan by which they could | 
be brought up in the resurrection and prepare 
themselves for higher glories. This is the 
way that he spent the time, and this ie the way 


that every person who holds the priesthood will, 
apend the time that intervenes between hie 
death and his resurrection. The spirits of men | 


before vs, kas fallen asleep with the aseurence 
of a glorious resurrection, and che will come 
up, being nambered. with those who have 
washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb, having passed through | 
greattribulations, She has a right to this hon- 
or- She passed through the Missouri persecu- 
tions, with her companion, and was ever faith 
ful and true to the cause of Ged. Her consti- 
tution was destroyed in consequence of the 
hardships she there endured, Soon after she 
came to Illinoia, she was taken sick with the 
dropay, which continued to prey upon her sys- 
tem, and something like two years ago, through 
the advice and counsel ot her friends, she 
went with her husbond to the east, for the 
purpose of recovering her health. Some two 
weeks ago she returned to this city. Every ex- 


are not all that will be employed in this de-|| ertion was made to restore her to health; but 
lightful task; but you too, my siaters, wih take | her disease wes of so long standing, and had 
a part thereia, for you will hold a portion of | become so settled upon her system, that it was 
the priesthood with your buebende, and you) impossible to restore her, snd her spirit was 
will thus do a work, as well as they, tbat will | called back to the world of spirits, to swat 
augment that glory which you will enjoy after, that period when she shall be called forth from 


your regurrectiva. 

The next thing we will speak of will be the 
reward that will be bestowed upon the reeur-, 
rected Saints. This is something upon which 
all inspired men have spoken and written; and 
it is a theme that rejoices the hearts of the 
Salute while contempla:ing it. 

The Sainte will not receive their crowns of 
glory until after their resurrection. When the 
curse in part shall be ren.oved from the world; 
when wickedness and abomination shall de 
known no more in the land, then will he 
Saints come forth clothed with immortelity, 
and be crowned with power and glory asa re- 
ward forall their labors. No person will be 
crowged with power in the eternal world, (we 
are to be kings and priests to God to all eterni- 
ty,) unless they have been ordained thereto in 
this life, previous to their death, or by some 
friend acting as proxy for them alierwards, and 
receiving itforthem. What is it to be kings 
and priegta?. It is to have honor, authority and 
dominion, having kingdoms to preside over, 
and subjects o govern, and posscesing the 
ability ever to increase their authority and glo. 
ry, apd extend their dominion. 

Paul perfectly understood that the Saints 
would nat receive their crowns of reward until 
after, the resurrection, when he remarked: — 
‘I have fought the good fight; I have kept the 
Gith; apd from henceforth ia a grown. of glory 
laid up for me, Which the Lord the righteous 
Lodge shall give meat that day, and not only 
ma, but to all those who love his appearing.’ . 

Our beloved sister, whoge remains ans now 


her grave by the power of the presthood, to 
jom agein with her companion and friends ina 
state of immortality, to be cro vned with celes- 
fial homore in the kingdom of our God.” 


| TIMES AND SEASONS, 
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CITY OF NAUVOO, 
JUNE 1, 1845. 


PATRIARCHAL. 

Since he publication of the last Times and 
Seasons, we have frequently been interrogated 
about the meaning of some remarks made hy 
Eld, Wm. Smith in an article headed patriarch- 
al, and also concerning some expressions in 
the editorial connected therewith; and as the 
nature of the office of Patriarch, does not seem 
10 be fully understood, we thought a little ex- 
planation on this point might not be amiss. 

So faras the editorial is concerned it was 
written rather hastily by our junior editor, W~ 
W. Pheipa, and did not come under our notice 
until after it wae published. There are some 
expressions contained in it, which might have 
been worded better and have rendered it less 
sabject to eriticiem,; but he assures us that no 
such intention was intended to be conveyed as 


that. whieb is conceived by some. And con- 


cerning Brother Wm. Smith, we are better se- 
queinted with bim. and with bis views, than to 


believe thet he intended to convey any such 
ides. as the ene whieh come persons 


upon, or gather from his sayings. 
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In regerd to the office of Patrierch, William 
Smith hes been orvained Petriarch to the 
church; but he is not the only Patrierch, but 
would act as a senior Patriarch, holding the 
keys of that priesthood; end his labore would 
de more especially connected with the ehurch 
in Zion; and he wodld take the lead, priori- 
ty, or presidency of the Patriarchal office in 
this place; and in this capacity if there 
should be a council of Patriarchs, he as a mat- 
ter of course would preside by right of office — 
But every legally ordained’ Patriarch has the 
same right to bless that he has, and their ad- 
ministrations ere just as legal as bis are. Ev- 
ery ordinance that is administered by a legal 
administrator, is legal. A priest has just ae 
‘much right to baptize a person for the remission 
of sins as an elder, a high priest, or an apostie; 
but he cannot ley on hands for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, because he does not posess the au- 


thority to do it; but an elder does, and an elder’s 


administration would be just as legal as the ad- 
ministration of any of the beforementioned per- 
sons, or as that of the president of the church. 

Every father, after he has received his patri- 
archaeal blessing, ie a Patriarch to his own fami- 
ly; and has the right to confer patriarchal bles- 
sings upon bis family; which blessings will be 
just as legal as thore conferred by any Patriarch 
of the church: in fact it is his right; and a Pa- 
triarch in blessing his children, can only bless 
as his mouth-piece. 

A Patriarch to the church is appointed to 
bless those who are orphans, or have no father 
in the church to bless them. Not as stated in. 
advertently, in the editorial above alluded :o. 
to bless all, and such os have not a father to 
do it.“ for this he could not do, where the 
church is eo extensive; the burthen would be 
too onerous; hence other Patriarchs have been 
_ ordained, both in this country, and in England, 
to assist the Patriarch to the church, and hence 
the provieion made ir the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants: It is the duty of the Twelve, 
in all large branches of the church, to ordain 
evangelical ministers, (Patriarchs) as they shall 
be designated unto them by revelation.” Page 
104. And should any of those Patrierchs re 
move here, they have just as mach right to ad- 
minister in their patriarchal office under the di- 
rection of the patriarch to the church, as an e- 
der or priest would, who should remove from 
one of the branches to this place, under the di- 
rection of the presidency. Brother Wm. Smith 
however, holde the keys of the patriarobel 
blessings upon the heads of all my people. end 
would of necessity have the seniority, and of 
course the priority and presidency; yet it would 
be left for those who wished to be administered 


to, to make their choice; just as mach es it 
would fore candidate for baptiem to choose 
who should administer to him. | | 

The above is the true doctrine of the churth 
in regard to this matter, and we speak of it for 
the information of the brethren at large, lem 
those who may have received their petrierecha? 
blessings from other sources, or from their fe 
thers, might be tempted to think they were of 
no avail, and also, to set at rest this agitated 
question. 

We now proceed to answer some of the te 
marks which we have heard: 

We have been asked, “Does not patriarch 
over the whole church” place Brother William 
Smith at the head of the whole church as pres- 
ident? 

Ans. No. Brother William is not patriarch 
over the whole church; but patriarch ro the 
church, and as such he was ordeined. The 
expression over the whole church,” is a mi- 
take made by W. W. Phelps. He is patriarch 
to the chutch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. The Twelve are commanded to ordain 
evangelical ministers in all large branches of 
the church abroad, and who has cherge over 
them, the patriarch? No. Those who ordaih- 
ed them, and to whom is committed the power 
and authority to regulate all the affairs of the 
churches abroad. And who has the charge of 
the whole priezthood here! Ans. The presi- 
dency of the church; and not the patriarch. 

But does not the Book of Doctrine and Cove- 
nants say, 

‘+ First, I give unto you Hyrum Smith to bee 
Patriarch unto vou to hold the sealing blessings 
of my church, even the Holy Spirit of promise 
whereby ye are sealed up unto the day of re- 
demption, that ye may not fall.” 

Yes, Bat that isin regard to seniority not 
in regard to authority in priesthood, for it im- 
mediately follows, “I give unto you my serv 
ant Joseph to be a presiding elder over all my 
church,“ In page 110, D. C. we read the duty 
of president of the office of the high pties 
hood, is to preside over the whole church, and 
to be like unto Moses“ And from this it ie 
evident that the president of the church, not the 
patriarch, is appointed by God to preside. 

But does not the Patriarch stand in the same 
relationship to the church, as Adam did to his 
family, and as Abraham and Jacob did to 
theirs? No. This is another mistake which i, 
mede by our junior, and one that may be very 
eesily made inadvertantly. Adem Was the 
natural father of hie posterity, who were his 
famity and over whom he presided us patri- 

b, prophet, priest, and king. Both Abre- 


hem and Jacob stood in the same 
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to their families. But not so with Father Jo- 
seph Smith, Hyrum Smith, or William Smith. 
They were net the natural fathers of the ehurch, 


and could not stend in the same capacity as 


Adam, Abraham, or Jacob; but imasmuch as 
there had been none to'blese for generations 
past, sceotding to the ancient order, they 
were ordained end set apart for the purpose of 
conferring patriarchal blessings, to hold the 
keys of this priesthood, and unlock the door, 
that had long been closed upon the human 
family: that blessings might again be conferred 
according to the ancient order, and those who 
were orphans, or bad qo father to bless them, 
might receive it through a patriarch who 
should act us proxy for their father, and that 
fathers might again be enabled to act as patri- 
archs to their families, and bless their children, 
For like all other ordinances in the church 
this had been neglected; and must needs be 
restored. But Father Joseph Smith was not 
president of the church, vor the president’s 
counsel. Nor was Hyrum Smith either preei- 
dent or president’s counsel. He was once 
counsel but when he was ordained patriarch 
be gave it up and another was ordained in his 
stead, (Wm. Law) and in all probability if 
Br, William magnifies his calling he will not 
be able henceforth to attend to the duties of an 
apostle; but officiate in the same capacity in 
regard to blessing as his brother Hyrum did. Not 
as president of the church; but as patriarch to 
it. 
The president of the church presides over al! 
patriarchs, presidents,and councils of the church; 
and this presidency does not depend eo much 
upon genealogy as upon calling, order, and se” 
niority. James and Joses were the brothers of 
Jesus, and John was his beloved disciple, yet 
Peter held the keys and presided over all the 


„that priesthood, 


ther Smith ordained Hyram, and the Twelve 
(of whom Br. William is one) ordained bim 
Who are appointed to ordain evangelical min- 
isters? (See page 104 D. C.) Cana stream 
rise higher than its fountain? No. Says Paul, 
“verily the lees ie blessed of the better.“ 

We think that every one will see that Bz. 
William Smith’s patriarchal office will not ex 
althim higher in regard to priesthood than he 
was before, as one of the Twelve; but wil? 
rather change the nature of his office. 


But will it take any thing from his priest 
hood? it may be asked. No. You cannot 
take any man’s priesthood away without trans 
gression. Br. William witl still retain the 
game power, priesthood and authority that he 
did before, and yet will bold in connexion 
with that the patriarchal office and the keys of 
and as oe ofthe Twelve 
must maintain his dignity as one of the prest 
dents of the church, of whom Presideut Brig- 
ham Young is the president and head, and 
presides over all patriarchs, presidents and 
councils of the church. 


THE NAME OF THE CHURCH. 

That the saints at home and abroad may fub 
ly understand how the name of the church 
came into being, as we now call it, we have 
thought it advisable to copy from the record of 
the church, or law of the Lord, the following 
extract of a Revelation, given at Far West, Mo., 
in April, 1838, through Joseph Smith, the 
prophet and seer of said charch, whose blood 
has sealed the truth of what he revealed. Is 
reads as follows :— 

“Verily thus saith the Lord unto you my ser 


vant Joseph Smith jr., and also, my servant 


Sidney Rigdon, and also, my servant Hyrum 


church. Br. William was in the Quorum of Smith and your counsellors who are, and who 
the Twelve yet he was not president of the shall be hereafter appointed; and also unto my 
Twelve doring bis brothet’s lifetime, nor sinee; servant Edward Partridge and his counsellors, 
and if being ordained a patriarch would make and also, unto my faithful servanis who are of 
him president of the chureb, it would have the High Council of my church in Zion, (for 


made Father Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith, 
presidents over the church iastead of Joseph. 
Br. William understands the matter, and 
were it not for the folly of some men there 
would be no necessity for these remarks. 

A Patriarch ie what is termed in scripture 
an evangelist, aed Br. William sets in that er- 
pacity, and God placed in the chureh “firs; 
apostios,” not first evangelists, but the presi- 
dent stands in the same relationship to the 
church as Moses did to the children of lernel, 
acearding to the revelations. 


Again, She, osdained Fecher Smith. to. thellin 


thus it shall be called) and unto all che efders 
and people of my church of Jesus Christ of Law 
ter-day Saints, scattered abroad in all the world; 
FOR THUS SHALL MY CHURCH BECAL- 
LED IN THE LAST DAYS, EVEN THE 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF mu 
DAY SAINTS.” 

The Lord seems to be eee in ear. 
nest, by repeating the name twice, and the 


saints who abide in the truth will consider it so, . 


Honorable men, who do sot belong tothe 
chureh, will admire the integrity of the saintey 
the name end landmarks of the 


offige of patriareh? Hie son Joseph: and Fa- church-ee they were handed down by the now 
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(immortal) and Jest r of the ancient — 


enants of Israel. 

It affords us great satisfaction, to lay before 
the saints this unalterable name, by which they 
shall be designated from the spurious branches 
of the evil one, raised up to work miracles and 
**call down fire from heaven,” in the last days, 

It is worthy of notoriety that Lucifer and his 
minione, have never, from the beginning, got 
exactly the true pattern. This teaches us, that 
without revelation no man could build up the 
kingdom of heaven on the earth, and bave it 
proeper. Rejoice thea, brethren, and be ex. 
ceeding glad, for there are other revelations. 
which say, ‘the kingdom ta yours and shall be 
till the Lord comes.’ 


GRAVE YARDS IN CITIES. 

The subject of metropolitan burial places, 
gyn an exchange paper, has often been discus- 
sed; but without the produetion of any benefi- 
cialresulte. It is an established fact that city 
graveyarde exhale noxious gasses from which 
ensue horrible diseare, and as is natural, death 
iteelf. The gasses produced by decomposition, 
it has been ascertained, are often strong enough 
to burst off the lids of coffins, 


Abuses, too, are practised by the owners and 
directors of these city receptacles of the dead 
Recently, in London, a developement was 
made which proved that in a burying ground 
of two acres in size fificen hundred interments 
hed been annually made. As it is well known 
that a quart cannot be put into a gill measure, 
this expose excited suspicion that all was not 
right, and so witnesses were called to testify, 
emong other things, to the number of bodies 
interred in one grave, One of these witnesses 
testified thai eight bodies were put in one 
grave, ond that the grave was geiiérally eight 
feet deep only. The coffins of adults were put! 
in length-wise, and the coffins of children at 
each end. The following is a portion of the 
examination: 

Ho often do you remove the dead to make 
room for more?” 

„We do not remove the bodies of dul.“ 

“That seems to imply that you do remove 
those of children?” 

Not until they are decayed; when the red 
goes through them (great sensation .)” 


We have seen the rod operation performed 
in yards in thie city. Another witness declar 
ed that “she had seen the grave-diggers throw 
up parts of human bodies, and then chop it up 
with their shovels, Saw one of them seize a 
corpee by tne hair, and on that occasion she 


‘covered it wich » clay. 


eried out and the men threwin the flesh and 


She now added that 
since ber last examination she saw Smitb, one 
of the grave-diggere, carrying the bottom and 
lid of a coffin towards the bone-house. It was 


at six o'clock on Wednesday morning. Had 
seen the grave-diggers throw up dark heavr 
lumps. Could not at first tell what it wes, ba! 

afterwards knew it to be human flesh. The 
man in the grave tossed it up on the clay. He 
would then come upand pick the bair up; saw 
very long hair at one time upon the clay.”— 
Thie traffic seeme worse than the purchase and 
sale of live human beings. Much worse. | 

Er Upon this subject we would remark, 
that “the dead” are not treated with proper re- 
spect in large cities and other places, In old 
times the dead were respected as much asthe 
living. We read many important intermenws 
in the scriptures.. In Genesis we find: 

„And Abraham hearkened un:o Ephron; and 
Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which 
he bad named in the audience of the sons of 
Heth, four hundred shekels of silver current 
money with the merchant. 

And the field of Ephron, which was in Mach- 
pelah, which was before Mamre, the field, and 
the cave which was therein, and all the trees 
that were in the field, that were in all the bor- 
ders round about, were made sure, 

Unto Abraham for a possession, in the pres 
ence of the children of Heth, before all that 
went in at the gate of his city. 

And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his 
wife in the cave of the field of Mackpelah, be“ 
fore Mamre: the same is Hebron in the land of 
Canaan. 

And the field, and the cave that is thetein, 
were made sure unto Abraham, for a possession 
of a butying-place, by the sons of Heth. | 

And when Abraham hed filled the measure 
of his days, gave up the ghost and died and wes 
gathered unto his people, his sons Issac and 
Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah» 
in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the 
Hittite, which is before Mamre,” 

The receptacies of the “dead” have been held 
sacred in all ages, by the civilized and the sav- 
age. Look at the mammies from the cata- 
combs of Egypt. Look at the mounds of Amer. 
ica, and reflect what noble epirite must have 
actuated the hearts of the living for the dead, 
among the nations that have passed from the 
world like the mighty weters of a great river, 
leaving nothing but the sand of its banks to 
point us to where it ou was. 

Embalming,’too, iz not destitute of the wae. 
or of old times. We reed that “Joseph oom 
manded his wervants the physicians to embelm 
bie lu ther: end the physicians embalmed Iersel. 
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Aud forty days ware fulfilled for him: for 20 
are fulfilled the days of those which are em- 
belmed; and the Egyptians. mourned for him 
three-score aod ten days, , 

And Pharaoh said, go up, and — thy father 
aceording as he made thee swear. 

And Joseph weut up to bury bis father; aad 
with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, 
the elders of bie house, and all the elders of the 
land of Egypt. 

Aud bis sonsdid unto him according as he 
eominanded them: 

For bis sons carried him into the land of Ca- 
naan, and buried him in the cave of the field of 
Machpelab, which Abraham bought with the 
field, for @ possession of a burying-plece, of 
Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre.” 

After reflecting upon what men have done; 
the honor they have shown to the dead in days 
and ages passed and gone, it gives an honorable 
person, a saint, or a feeling man, hoirible sensa- 
tions to read such inhumanity as is expressed 
in the piece above copied fiom one of the time 
chroniclers of the day. There is certainly 
trouble enough among the living, without 
troubling the mouldering remains of the dead. 
When revenge anu hatred are steeping their 
garments in gore, and every man’s hand is 
against his neighbor, suppose the word goes 
forth, “Let the dead bury their dead ,—will there 
not be a feast forthe beasts of the field, and the 
_ fowls of the air? He that bath ears to hear let 
him hear, and honor the dead.” 

THE NORTH AGAINST THE SOUTH. 

The Cbristian Intelligencer, (of Georgetown 
Kentucky,) a Methodist paper, and edited by 
a clergyman, containsa call for a convention 
of the laity of the. Methodist Episcopal church, 
to consider the action of the ministers at, the 
Louisville convention, in relation to the separ- 
ation of the body into northern and southern 
divisions, 

This movement is an extreerdiaery one for 
that body of people, but is one of the character- 


istics of the times: 
Whereas, conventions are the order of the 


day, and the late Louisville convention has un- 
dertaken an extensive reformation i in the church 
of our choice, which is to end no one knows 
where; and, whereas, it is meet and right tha’ 
the members of said church should baye a voice 
in all matters vitally affecting their spiritual 
and eternal interests, it is hereby reapecifully 
suggested and Proposed that the laity of aaid 


church hold | a convention at some central poing | 


in to be heteafter designated, some 


fire October next, then and 
for themselves what shall*. 


| 


be itheir action, in dhe of bes 


south. 


tion, termed the Methodist sarees — 


must heeds be that offences 
wo unto bim by whom the offence cometh} 
Then and there to determine what shall be the 
rule of action!”— All that need be said, (while 
the blood of the prophets and saints remains 
unatoned for.) is division. No sectarian church 
or body of worldly minded men need to hope to 
do any thing that can augment union, harmo- 
ny, or peace; God will not let them. These 
are the great days of trouble and commotion— 
Who is on the Lord’s side? And by whom 
shall Jacob arise? for he is small. (See Amos 
7th.) 

Napo.eon’s ATTEMPT ro Pass THE RED 
The author of Eothen, or Traces of Travel, af 
ter mentioning several specelations as to the 
point at which the Israelites passed the Red 
Sea, one of the suppositions being that they 
had traversed only a small creek at the nor 
thern extremity, nesr Suez, proceeds'as fol 
lows :—“‘Napoleon, when at Suez, made an 
attempt to follow the supposed steps of Moses, 
by passing tbe creek at this pomt, but it seems, 
according to the testimony of the people at Su- 
ez, that he and hie korsemen managed the mat- 
ter in à manner more resembling the failure of 
the Egyptians, than the success of the Israel- 
ites. According to the French account, Na- 
poleon got out of the diffieulty by that warrior - 
like presence of mind which served him 
well when the fate of nations depended on the 
decision of a moment. He ordered tis horse- 
men to disperse themselves in all directions, 
in order to multiply the chances of finding 
shallow water, and wus thus enabled to discov 
er a line by which he and his people were ex- 
tricated. The story told by the people at Se- 
ez is very differemt. They declare that Napo- 
leon parted from his horse; got thoroughly sub- 
merged, and wav only fished out by the people 
onshore. I bathed twice atthe point assigned 
to the Israelites, and the second time that I did 
20, I chose the time of low water, and tried 
walk across, but {soon found myself out of 
my depth, or at least in — deep that I 
could only advance by swimming.” 8 

More men tha 

penetrate into the mysterious works of the Lord 
and failed aleos We always bave to record 
these epecimens of oe for the 
efit:of posterity. 
Ja old 
sent bis young — 
Neaba) fur provisions... 

David’s. —.— 
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eid, Who ie David? and who t the son of Jes- 
ace? there be many servants now-a-days that 
break away every man from his master.“ 

Dewid, being one of the Lord’s anointed, 
purposed to chastise such an insult, but Nabel’s 
wife, possessing a noble soul, stepped into the 
fescue, and said, 

Let net my lord, I pray thee, regard thle 
men of Belial, even Nabal: for as his name is, 
6 % he; Nabal is his name, and folly is with 
him; but I. thy haodmaid, saw not the young 
men of my lord, whom thou didet send.“ 

So, the “folly” of all men who mock Ged, 
urmanifests itself, and continues from age te age 
as a beacon, to warn others. 

There sometimes follows a curse as well as 
the shame. So it appears in the case above 
‘qooted. 

“And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, 
he held a feast in his house like the feast of 
kimg; and Nabal’s heart was merry within 
him, for he war very drunken: wherefore she 
told him nothing, less or more, until the morn- 
ing light. 

But it came to pase in the morning, when 
the Wine was gone out of Nabal, and bis wite 
bed told him these things, that hie heart died 
Within him, and he became as 2 stone. 

And it came to pass about ten days after, 
that the Lord smote Nabai, that he died.“ 


SUNDAY JUNE FIRST IN NEW YORK. 
The N. V. Tribune thus discourses upon the 
e@enctity of Sunday sud the modes and manners 
of the intelligent, christian, and moral people 
New Vork 
“Last Sunday being about the first really 
pleasant one of the season, furnished a fine 
chance for uncork ing the repressed efferves- 


cence of the city, which in the warm seasen 
weekly runs over in all directions. The Ho 
boken ferries, the Herlem railroad cars, the 
Staten Islend and Long Island boats, were all 
in constant requisition. Every departure of a 
boat left a disappointed crowd behind; while 
the cars pessed squads and squadrons—nay, le. 
and ermies—of gaudy bonnets end floun. 
Ging mousline at every corner. In the city it- 
Self, except at chareh heurs and the attendant 
slow-paced processions, every thing was as 
boshed ac if the world were newly made and 
“bed not yet discovered that it waealive. There 
is no more entirely solitery end silent place 
chan gay sod gliitesing Broadway on a sonny 
Sanday morning. Tue periphery of the city, 
however, ‘takes lively forms end hued enough ; 

upd: forth from every venue rush incessant 
Nnes of humenity, scampeting they know ‘not 
Und trey cere not — 


that they are going. This is enough to make 
them happy.” 

“Remember the Sepbath to béep it ho- 
1y,” has lost its valaeimNew York. Im fact, 
eside ftom the church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, there te not pere religion enough 
on earth, to call dewn one diessing from bes- 
ven. 

If Noah bed not prevailed with God, and got 
this promise, that “while the enrth remaineth, 
seed time and harvest, und cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night, shalt 
not cease,” the dissolution or end of the world 
would have come upon this generation before 
now. As the Savior raid, as it wae in the deye 
of Neah, so it is in the last daye—they eat and 
drink, and in marriage, and to-morrow— 
ah that is awful! beware! 


THE TIMES AND THE REPORT. 

The prophet said when the Lord's scourge 
passed over, it ‘should be a vexation only to 
understand the report;” and since the fire com- 
menced laying waste the hopes of manin our 
country, we could not help reflecting that it 
vexed some to hear the report. While men 
opprese their fellow men, there seems to be an 
invisible hend, that seatters calamity, ruin, 
veraticn, and death; and human ingenuity 
faile to prevent ite continuation. 

In Pittsburgh and vicinity, less than twe 
months hove witnessed four fires, and in ell 
parts of the United States, the devouring ele 
ment has taxed the wealth of the people heav- 
ily—and dreadfal'y. None, among the cities 
and towne of our country, however, have felt 
the severity of the flames like Quebec in Canada 

The Quebec Gazette gives the following 
carefully prepared statement of the number of 
houses destroyed hy the fire of Mav 28th. 

Lower Town . -.140 
St. John suburbs .. .. . 58 
St. Roch suburbe q . 1,432 


Potal 1,630 
The number of out-houses, stores, e., not 
incladed in the above statement, may be safely 
estimated at two thousand. 
The following ineurances, only, have been 


effected ; 
50.000 
(about) ... 10.000 
— r 
Not even one tenth of the lees oustained. 
“About 'five thodsend persons were jesterdty 
fed, end Ex, 0% have 757 


peeauiary reliet to fou 
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yeway. We hove given the hint, and our ger 


ments are clean from the blood of ali men. 


One assertion we may safely make, that the If the Seinw will be justified in the presence 


amount of property lost is not so far magnified, 
and the sacrifice of human life is underrated.— 
The total loss has been computed with the ut- 
most nicety possible, and found to be between 
one million aad one million and a half of 
pounds! or, in dollars, $4,000,000 to 96,000, 
(000! The loss of life cannot be estimated. 
Wo hear of many private interments of the 
remains found by supposed relatives, and it is 
asseried rhat about forty victims of the confle- 
gration bave so far been inhumed, and that 
many, very many, will never be discovered.— 
This statement we fully credit, from our own 
observations, as the first sufferers fied towards 
town, and, from the irregular and distant out- 
breake of the fire from its origin, they could not 
have retraced their way, and must have per- 
ished encompassed by the flames which, from 
moment to moment, narrowed the limits of ap- 
parent safety around them. 


Had such fires occurred in cold weather, com. 
mon sense would lead us to suppose that they 
originated by over heat, carelessness or some 
other ordinary circumstance, but in almost ev- 
ery case, while the start ie accidental, the wind, 
in its fury, has acted as if there wasa purpose, 
that fanned the flame. These circumstances, 
connected with the sacred words of Jesus and 
the prophets, compel some to read, witness, or 
fear what is transpiring, not only in this nation, 
but among the nations. How forcibly are the 
words of Joseph Smith, in his Views of the 
powers and policy of government,’’ brought to 
mind upon witnessing the scenes around us!— 
He said, “No man can doubt for a moment, 
but the glory of American libecty is on the 
wane; and that calamity and confusioa will 
sooner or later destroy the peace of the people.” 


Ah! here it is!—the prophet told it;—and 
though men bad power to take the life of the 
men, they have not the power to stay the ful- 
filment of hie words. They cannet stop the ca- 
lamily and confusion that must sooner or later 
destroy the peace +f the people!” God, who nev- 
er etre, pours out hie wrath, and who shall be 
able to ablde his indignation? 


There is but one way to escape the wrath 
God, and that is by repentance. If the people 
of these United States, who have suffered the 
innocent blood of the prophets to be shed ia 
their midst with impunity, will. arise and par 
on sackcloth like the inbabitents of Nineveh. 
504 do works meet for repentance, poradventure, 
sha hot wraith? wick which (Jeseph seid) 
God would purify thie nation, mey be turned 


| 


of God, and pase unscorched through the fire 
of the last days, they must sanctify themselves 
by the revelations of God, and bide ther time: 
The axe is leid at dhe root of the trees and ev- 


ery tree that bringeth forth not good fruit, will 


be hewn down end cast into the fire. The 
world, in former days, was purified by water; 
in the last days it will be purified by fire, tor 
even the elements shail melt with fervent heat. 


Be ye ready. 


THE CAPSTONE OF THE TEMPLE. 

Aftera little more than four years of hard 
labor, in truly troublesome times, and not, too» 
without the loss of the best blood in the church, 
on the morning of the 24th ult. at a little past 6, 
a goodly number of Saints had the honor, and 
glory to witness the Capelone of the Temple laid 
in ite place. The morning was cool, clear, and 
beautiful; the Sains felt glorious, the band : 
upon the top of the walls, played charmingly, 
and when the stone was placed, there was a 
united Hosanna to God and the Lamb, amen and 
amen shouted three times, which not only gave 
joy on earth, but filled the heavens with glad- 
ness! 

The “Twelve,” and other authorities of the 
church, were present to witness and conduct 
this interesting scene. Like the event when 
God finished his work and rested, (so said Pres 
ident Young,) aa it was the seventh day of the 
week, the Saints might do the same. 

A new hymn was sung, and as the prophets 
have written for our instructien, so the head 
stone” was brought forward with shoutlng— 
grace, grace unio it;—and may the God of le- 
rael, with his Almighty power, grant that the 
Saints may have peace to obtain their endow- 
ment therein. Amen. 


PERSECUTION AND GREATNESS. 

One of our English writers on the Bible, 
thus spake of the old prophets: 

‘With respect to the Hebrew prophets, 
whose inspired writings still continue to instruce 
mankind, it may, says Mr. Gray, be affirmed 
that in the long and illustrious succession from 
Moses to Malachi, not one appears, who was 
not entitled to considerable reverence by the 
display of great and exireordinary virtues.— 
Employed in the exalted office of teaching and 
relorming menkind, they appear to have been 
animated with a becoming snd. correspondent 
zeal; The most intemperate princes were 
eee eompeiled unwillingly to beer and to 
obey their directions, though often so-incensed 
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The later Quebec papers contain the follow- 


